
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Cleveland Clinic 
 
  
Your Project Title: HeRe We Arts: Utilizing the Arts to Improve Health, Resilience, and Well-Being 

Your Project Summary: Cleveland Clinic's globally recognized Arts & Medicine Institute will partner with 

organizations in the community to study the impact of arts-based programming on the physical and 

emotional well-being of individuals living with chronic health conditions. We will implement a free, 

educational and experiential eight-week program to explore how music, art, theater, dance/movement, and 

writing can be utilized to decrease stress and to improve health, resilience, and well-being. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Michelle Currica 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Ashe Helm-Hernández 

(Atlanta, GA) 

Ashley Hosseini 

(Bloomington, IN) 

Miah Michaelson 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Francisco Ollervides 

(Caledonia, OH) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Extensive knowledge of community and recognition of the role they play in this community. 

Project will be held in location that is highly accessible and inviting to stated community. Project is inspiring 

and seeks to educate community on strategies for using the arts to improve wellness. Local arts 

organizations and artists will be engaged to facilitate the project and engage with community. Reflection 

and survey of participants is built in so that adaptation of project to suit community needs is possible. Topics 

of program will challenge and inspire individuals, potentially creating ripple effects in their community. Public 

benefit and artistic/cultural vibrancy are evident because of all of the above. Organizational capacity is clear 

as the Cleveland Clinic has establish staff for this, ample budget to succeed, clear plan, clear goals. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Artistic and Cultural Vibrancy - the applicant presents evidence of a diverse team, although I 

would like to have known a bit more about the Beck Center for the Arts - who they are, what they do, and 

what they bring to the project. Demonstrated evidence of creative and responsive program design. 

Organization Capacity - the applicant provides strong evidence of organizational capacity in all criteria. 

Public Benefit - the applicant provides evidence that it knows the community it wants to serve; has built 

meaningful experiences; and is viewed as an accessible and inviting partner in the community. What is 

missing is evidence that the applicant has engaged members of this community in the overall design of the 

program. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The applicant somewhat meets the funding criteria. While the applicant presents a compelling 

proposal for it's project, I am concerned that the organization is already well funded. While the proposal for 

the project does appear to be beneficial to a community that struggles with chronic health issues (perhaps 

due to systemic generational poverty), my main concern is the benefit of the 20 or so participants listed in 

the project and coming from a community that is 43.6% in poverty, participants deserves adequate 

compensation for participation in a research project. The research project results would benefit the public 

and surrounding communities. I do appreciate hearing this applicant provides other free programming to 

the community. 

 

 

 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: With an emphasis on public benefit, yes this proposal meets the funding criteria. Public Benefit: 

The Cleveland Arts and Medicine Institute is proposing an arts clinical trial in the Fairfax neighborhood of 

on the east side of Cleveland. The program will only engage 20 individuals but the results, based on real 

evidence, could have a global impact on the use of arts to promote physical health, resilience, and well-

being. The organization will use knowledge of the cultural diversity of the community surrounding the 

Cleveland Clinic Main campus to drive its work. Artistic & Cultural Vibrancy: The organization will engage 

a diverse team of professionals representing arts and cultural disciplines such as music, visual arts, 

dance/movement, drama and writing to lead experimental and educational programs to instruct participants 

on how they can use the arts to reduce stress and cope with varying stages of chronic illness or recovery. 

Participants will have exposure to professional arts/education instruction for about 15 to 20 hours (2 to 2.5 

hours a week for 6 to 8 weeks). Providing transportation stipends reduces participant attrition and increases 

the efficacy of the trial. The trial incorporates a process of reflection using pre and post tests/assessments 

indicating what participants learned in previous sessions and which skills were employed in daily life that 

promoted their health, resilience or sense of well-being. Organizational Capacity: The program has a clear 

plan to implement the project and achieve stated project goals. Although the ask of $5,000 is only about 

13% of the HeRe We Arts program, a more specific breakdown of how CAC funds would be spent as well 

as the overall expenses could be informative for how a trial such as this prioritizes public monies and would 

provide Cuyahoga Arts and Culture with an empirical understanding of the direct and indirect impact their 

grants make on the health and well-being of the residents of their funding region. The Cleveland Clinic Arts 

and Medicine Institute demonstrates a clear plan to reach the match requirement and pursue additional 

funding to expand and sustain the project. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: It is the opinion of this reviewer that Cleveland Clinic somewhat meets the funding criteria 

through their proposal HeRe We Arts. Actual research/therapy was a little unclear on direct public benefit 

until one reads the supplemental info provided by the annual brochure. Evidence for public benefit of this 

project by its meaningfulness to engage the community is not clear cut or easy to visualize. They do show 

an interesting partnership with Beck Center and are building meaningful relationships with residents and 

community partners. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

